RESOLUTION of MABAS-IL Division 67.

WHEREAS:
· Volunteer Fire Departments in MABAS Division 67 lack sufficient staffing and available manpower to adequately respond to and mitigate incidents, especially during normal weekday working hours, and,

· Individual firefighters with useful skills, abilities or advanced training are often inside a different fire district when that different department is notified of an incident, or, are the first person on-scene at a different fire district’s incident, or, may discover and alert a different district that a new incident exists, and,

· Individual firefighters may be reluctant to voluntarily render aid to a different fire district due to concerns that their home department was not notified that mutual aid is requested, or, that they may be ‘freelancing’, ‘self-dispatched’, or operating without proper authorization, or, that their activities are not covered by suitable liability and workman’s compensation coverage.
BE IT RESOLVED that the Member Agencies of MABAS-IL Division 67, by vote at a regularly scheduled Division Business Meeting on _____________________________, wish to establish clear and consistent policies between the Member Agencies, and request all Member Agencies to:

· Allow and recommend that their members, when safe, reasonable and prudent to do so, individually offer mutual aid to any MABAS Member Agency when they find themselves in a position to do so, and,

· Adopt the attached as normal practice and SOP for their department.

PASSED on __________________ by a vote of _________________________.

ATTEST: 
X_____________________________________, 

(Print name) ____________________________,
Secretary of MABAS Division 67, Pike and Calhoun Counties, Illinois
Example SOP:

Individual members of the _____________________________ (This Agency) are specifically allowed and encouraged to automatically render mutual aid to any other MABAS Fire Department or agency, when it is safe, reasonable and prudent to do so, without receiving any Home Agency notification that mutual aid is requested, as follows:
1) Any automatic mutual aid volunteered by individual members under this SOP: 
a) shall be considered an authorized automatic response governed by all other SOP’s and policies of this Agency, and,

b) shall be considered a normal mutual aid incident for this Agency, and, 
c) shall include all applicable liability and insurance coverages of this Agency while providing mutual aid.
2) No individual member of this Agency shall:

a) Automatically respond or offer their services to other MABAS Member Agencies without prior or blanket authorization from their Chief (or authorized officer), or,

b) Perform any action without adequate PPE for the type and location of the assistance being provided, or,

c) Perform any action that is outside their normal scope of duties, training or abilities with this Agency, or,

d) Respond to any such incident ‘blue light’ or in any manner other than normal, legal vehicle operation standards unless specifically requested by the Incident Command of the AHJ, or,
e) Travel more than approximately five miles or five minutes to reach the incident,  except when:
i) they possess specialized training or certification reasonably and immediately useful to the Incident Commander of the AHJ, or,

ii) their assistance is individually requested by the Incident Command of the AHJ or an Officer of this Agency, or,

iii) the incident involves grain bin rescue, major ground search, active shooter, mass evacuation or is a large-scale incident clearly having regional impact on the safety and well-being of residents, 
iv) AND, their actions will not place unreasonable hardship on this Agency’s routine operations and readiness.

3) The following shall be the SOP for automatically rendering mutual aid to any MABAS Member Agency:

a) Notify Pike County Dispatch via radio (or other suitable means if radio is not available) that they have responded to provide mutual aid outside their home district, or that they have discovered a new incident.

b) When possible, notify their Chief (or other authorized officer) that they are rendering mutual aid to another agency.

c) Park their vehicle in a safe area well away from the incident in a location that does not impede any emergency or other traffic.
d) Immediately report in person to the Incident Command of the AHJ to offer mutual aid, and perform no actions whatsoever until the offer of mutual aid is acknowledged and accepted by the Incident Command of the AHJ.
e) Operate within the Incident Command System of the AHJ, and comply with all safe, reasonable and prudent orders except where requested activities are unsuitable for their training or PPE, or, outside the normal scope of their duties, or, exceed their abilities with this Agency.

f) Only perform activities consistent with their training, this Agency’s SOP’s, regional, state and Federal safety and operational standards and guidelines, and in a safe common sense manner.

g) Request release from the incident when asked to perform any unsafe activity, or when their services are required in their Home District.

h) Notify Pike County Dispatch via radio (or other suitable means if radio is not available) that they have been released from the incident.

i) Document all actions and assistance provided on standard Agency forms.

